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A new book truthfully tells the story of youth’s 















Men’s baseball team heads to the low 
country for weekend tournament. 
See page 7
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S.E.T. offers prospective jobs 
Man could get death penalty for 2003 standoff
The Science Engineering 
a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  Fa i r 
was held at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention 
Center Thursday for students 
interested in researching 
jobs and employers in their 
career fi elds.
There were 62 companies 
at the S.E.T. Fair with two 
or three representat ives 
f r o m  e a c h  c o m p a n y . 
Some of t he compan ies 
i nvolved were  3V I nc . , 
AAI Services Corporation, 
Agilis Engineering, Roche, 
SCANA and W.K. Dickson. 
T h e  C a r e e r  C e n t e r 
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f a i r  t o 
encourage students to get 
involved in their fields and 
meet prospective employers 
from the engineering, science 
and technology career fi elds.
T h e  C a r e e r  C e n t e r 
helps students with career 
exper ience,  counsel ing, 
ex plorat ion,  job sea rch 
ass ist ance,  employ ment 
opportunities and alumni 
career services.
Tracy Powers, USC Career 
Center consultant, said the 
goal of the S.E.T Fair was 
to get students interested in 
pursuing their careers.
Powers said the career 
center has worked diligently 
every year to make the S.E.T. 
Fair a success.
“We have been sponsoring 
this event for over 10 years, 
and so we have a lot of 
companies who have come 
over those years and of course 
we invite those companies,” 
Powers said. “We have a list 
of about 4,000 companies 
that we send invitations to. 
We do follow-up e-mails and 
phone calls to make sure we 
get the companies here.”
Mel i s s a  Hu r s t ,  US C 
Career Center consultant, 
said the student reactions to 
the career fair were positive.
“So far we’ve had really 
posit ive resu lt s ,” Hurst 
said. “The students were 
happy that we put on this 











Life appears to be a race for 
Shalonda Solomon, a third-
year nursing student and 
USC track team member. 
Solomon currently holds 
the world’s fastest time in 
t he t wo hundred meter 
event, 22:85. The record was 
set Saturday in Fayetteville, 
A rk a nsa s  at  t he  Ty son 
Invitational track meet. 
She sees the record as a 
blessing. 
“ G o d ’s  b e e n  g o o d ,” 
Solomon said. “He gave me 
the strength to run it, and 
I’m glad.”
A typical day for Solomon 
begins with classes at 8 or 9 
in the morning. 
When class ends at noon, 
she goes to various hospitals, 
visits patients and works with 
the staff, helping whenever 
she can. Solomon said being 
in the hospital gives her 
valuable training for the 
career she is pursuing.
Then, it ’s of f to t rack 
practice for Solomon, which 
starts at 3:30 p.m. and lasts 
until 5. Afterward, she lifts 
weights as part of f itness 
training. Her day concludes 
with dinner and homework. 
Usually the team practices 
o n  M o n d a y,  Tu e s d a y, 
sometimes Wednesday and 
Thursday. During t rack 
season they practice three 
times a week for about an 
hour and a half. 
During the off-season, 
they practice four times a 
week. Depending on the day, 
Solomon and her teammates 
work on speed or endurance. 
“Sometimes we just have 
a warm-up day, especially if 
there is a meet the next day,” 
Solomon said. 
On the day of the meet, 
Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press
Testimony began Wednesday with nearly 24 witnesses. 
The prosecutor plans to use about 60 witnesses this week. 





Prosecutors plan for upcoming trial in death of two offi  cers killed in a high-powered gunbattle
ABBEVILLE  —  During 
a family ’s standof f with 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  r e m o t e -
controlled robots surveying 
the home captured an image 
of a slain police offi cer with 
his hands cuf fed behind 
his back, South Carolina’s 
top law enforcement offi cer 
testifi ed Thursday.
O n e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y 
members, Steven Bixby, 
faces the death penalty if 
convicted of killing the two 
offi cers in December 2003. 
P r o s e c u t o r s  s a y  t h e 
offi cers were killed in a gun-
battle over a patch of land 
the state wanted to take for a 
highway project.
“I’ve seen my share of 
shoot i ng s ,”  sa id  SLED 
Chief Robert Stewart, who 
has been with the South 
Carolina Law Enforcement 
Div is ion for more t han 
30 years. “This had to be 
the worst because of the 
situation and the gunfire 
and the kinds of weapons 
used against us.”
Stewart said the Bixbys 
were using high-powered 
weaponry so authorities used 
an armored car and robots to 
survey the home. One of the 
robots captured an image of 
Sgt. Danny Wilson dead on 
the fl oor of the home.
Bixby, 39, is on trial in the 
deaths of Wilson and state 
constable Donnie Ouzts. 
Authorit ies have said the 
New Hampshire transplant 
threatened violence against 
any law enforcement offi cer 
who set foot on his family’s 
property then acted on that 
warning.
Bixby’s father, A rthur 
Bixby, is also charged with 
murder. His mother, Rita 
Bixby, was charged as an 
accessory.
Authorities said she knew 
her family planned to harm 
offi cers but was not home at 
the time of the shootings, 
which marked the beginning 
of a 14-hour standoff and 
the shootout.
Stewart said there were 
150 local, state and federal 
law enforcement offi cers at 
the standoff.
Prosecutors have sa id 
Wilson was shot when he 
went to talk to the Bixbys 
about the state’s need to take 
some land to widen the road. 
They say Ouzts was killed 
when he went to check on 
Wilson.
Testimony got under way 
Wednesday with nearly two 
dozen witnesses, some of 
whom told jurors how angry 
Bixby and his parents were 
at the crew working on the 
widening project and the 
events the morning the two 
offi cers died.
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Top: Sixty-two businesses 
interview with science, 
engineering and 
technology students at the 
S.E.T. fair Thursday. 
Right: The fair’s main goal 
is to assist students in 
fi nding networking and 
employment opportunities 
within their current fi elds. 
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Some of the most popular meerkats at Riverbanks Zoo are Princess, the only female and the leader, Harry and Gator. 
Meerkats play live  
on Zoo’s Web cam
Riverbanks Zoo recently 
included its meerkats on 
t he  ne w  SC E &G Z o o 
View Web cam earlier this 
month.
According to the zoo 
press release, the meerkats 
are wild animals that are 
native to South Africa. 
The popular meerkats of 
the gang are Princess, Harry 
and Gator while Princess 
is the leader and the only 
female of the family.
From Z oo s t at i s t ic s , 
meerkats look as if they 
a re wear ing sunglasses 
due to the dark patches 
surrounding their eyes. The 
dark patches help protect 
their eyes from the harsh 
rays of the sun.
Meerk at s  have  l a rge 
appetites, because they eat 
everything from insects 
to poisonous snakes and 
scorpions. They are able to 
digest snakes and scorpions 
because of their immunity 
to venom. 
The meerkat s  r un in 
gangs of 30 members and 
are very family-oriented.
One of the males stands 
up to 12 inches high when 
on guard duty while the 
other meerkats hunt for 
food.
Dargan Davis, Riverbanks 
Zoo public relations director, 
said this is the reason that 
the meerkat exhibit was fi rst 
selected to show on the Web 
cam.
“We chose to highlight 
t hem because t hey a re 
wildly popular,” Davis said. 
“People see the meerkats 
on ‘Meerkat Manor’ which 
shows on Animal Planet. 
You won’t get to see them 
unless you travel to South 
Africa, and we thought why 
we don’t give the public a 
view of the meerkats.”
D a v i s  a l s o  s a id  t h e 
upcoming views for the Web 
cam will be the elephants on 
March 8, Koalas on April 5 
and Siamangs on June 7. 
Davis said that the Zoo 
cam was beneficial to the 
viewing the animals in their 
natural habitats.
“They are tremendously 
popu la r  a nd educator s 
use it,” Davis said. “The 
g e ner a l  pub l i c  e n jo y s 
watching the animals here 
at Riverbanks.”
Sue Pfaff, assistant curator 
of mammals at Riverbanks, 
said the zoo was fortunate 
to have the meerkats.
“’Meerkat Manor’ has 
brought a lot of attention 
to the intriguing l ife of 
meerk at s ,”  P f a f f  s a id . 
“Riverbanks are fortunate 
to have meerkats to see in 
person, especial ly since 
meerkats are not native to 
North America.”
“Meerkat Manor” follows 
a gang of meerkats, which 
lets the viewers in on their 
social lifestyles. Meerkats 
are very much like humans, 
but with a lot of fur.
The viewers that visit the 
zoo are in for a real treat 
as they see their favorite 
animals on the Webcam.
To learn more information 
about the meerkats, visit 
www.riverbanks.org and to 
see the meerkats go to www.
scegzooview.com.
Riverbanks welcomes several new animal exhibits to SCE&G’s online video site this spring





pros, cons of bill
A com m it tee  for med 
by  t he  Sout h  Ca rol i na 
legislature to explore the 
e f f e c t s  o f  g ove r n me nt 
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e 
propert y held a hear ing 
T hu r sday  on  potent i a l 
leg i s l a t ion  concer n i ng 
regulatory takings. 
Strong opposit ion was 
voiced to such a measure.
Many state, federal and 
municipal regulations limit 
t he use or development 
of private land as a part 
of plann ing communit y 
growth and infrastructure. 
I f  you  wa nt  to  bu i ld 
a  landf i l l ,  school or an 
apartment complex, you 
have to build on the proper 
zone. 
Regulatory takings occur 
when laws limiting the use 
of land reduce the value of 
private property.
In South Carolina, city 
and county governments are 
in charge of zoning within 
their jurisdictions, which 
puts them at the center of 
the issue.
A bill introduced in South 
Carolina last year would have 
required government bodies 
to pay “just compensation” 
for reductions in property 
v a l u e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f 
regulation. 
The bill did not pass. 
Similar legislat ion has 
been passed in states such as 
Oregon and Florida.
At Thursday’s hearing 
municipal offi cials, planners, 
environmentalists, citizens 
and historic preservationists 
all presented their case as to 
why legislators should not 
interfere with the planning 
process currently in place.
Their central argument 
was that mandatory payouts 
to affected property owners 
would essentially end land 
u se  p l a n n i ng  i n  Sout h 
Carolina.
Oregon’s compensation 
statute was passed in 2004. 
Since its passage, Oregon 
has received over 2,400 
claims for compensat ion 
total ing over 5.6 bi l l ion 
dollars according to The 
National Center for Policy 
Analysis. 
W h e n  l a n d o w n e r s 
there make such a claim, 
governments are faced with 
a choice: pay the landowners 
or waive the regulation. 
Greenville city attorney 
Ron McKinney said that 
when faced with this choice 
in Oregon, they “look at 
their budgets and waive 
regulation.”
A  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t  i s 
likely in South Carolina, 
where  budget  woes  a re 
common to city and county 
governments, according to 
Hilton Head Island resident 
Henry Sanders. 
I n  B e au for t  C ou nt y, 
funds for infrast ructure 
development are already 
lacking, Sanders said, and 
with populat ion in that 
region rapidly increasing, 
the need for funding for 
such projects is l ikely to 
increase.
Sa nders  a l so  s t re s sed 
that land use planning may 
reduce the value of some 
land, but increases property 
value in the communit y 
overall.
Testimony also cited that 
mechanisms for dealings 
w it h t ak ings  i s sues  a re 
already in place. 
The Fif th Amendment 
to the Constitution forbids 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m 
tak ing pr ivate proper t y 
for “publ ic use w it hout 
j u s t  c o m p e n s a t i o n , ” 
though takings legislation 
would l ikely prov ide for 
comp en sat ion  i n  more 
circumstances. 
Also, according to Skip 
G r k o v i c ,  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Economic Development 
for North Augusta, South 
C a ro l i n a  l aw  prov ide s 
sufficient means to resolve 
disputes with developers.
G r v o k i c  a l s o  s a i d 
t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
c o s t s  o f  r e g u l a t o r y 
tak ings legislat ion, local 
g o v e r n m e n t s  m a y  b e 
u nable  to  a mend  t he i r 
zoning ordinances, causing 
planning to be essentially 
frozen in the past, unable to 
adapt to citizens’ changing 
preferences of how their 
c o m m u n i t y  s h o u l d  b e 
organized.
Concerns in other areas 
were voiced as well. 
G e o r g e  M c D a n i e l , 
director of Drayton Hall, a 
historic site near Charleston, 
fears that takings legislation 
may threaten ordinances 
p r o t e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l 
preservation. 
A l s o ,  D e l l  I s h a m ,  a 
representative of Citizens 
For Community Protection, 
expressed concern over the 
ability to effectively regulate 
land for the protection of 
the environment.
The bill introduced last 
year, however, stated that 
c omp e n s at ion  w a s  no t 
required where a regulation 
was enacted for the “public 
health and safet y,” such 
a s  “ p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l 
regulations.” 
Carl  Rober t s ,  genera l 
counsel for the Department 
of Health and Environmental 
Control, spoke to encourage 
the legislature to include a 
like provision if another bill 
is drafted. 
S u p p o r t  f o r  t a k i n g s 
leg i s lat ion was  not ably 
lack ing at  t he  hear ing. 
However,  most in favor 
of compensation schemes 
see the issue as a matter of 
individual rights. 
A l s o ,  s o m e  c i t e  t h e 
potential costs of regulation 
as a means of encouraging 
legislators to fully consider 
the effects of their actions 
before making law.
Though this side of the 
debate was missing at the 
hearing, support for takings 
compensation in the South 
Carolina legislature is not 
weak. 
Though last year’s bil l 
failed to pass in the Senate, 
it did pass in the house.
The committee’s report 
and recommendations will 
be presented by March 15.
State budget can’t afford 








Larceny of books, 3:31 
p.m.
Columbia Hall, computer lab
Victim said he left his 
station for a brief moment, 
when he returned his books 
were missing.
Estimated value: $140
Responding offi cer: N. 
Husbands
Larceny of bicycle, 9:10 
p.m.
Blatt P.E. Center, 1328 Wheat 
St.
Complaint said someone 
removed his bike, which 
was not registered with the 
USCPD.
Estimated value: $60
Responding offi cer: C. Taylor 
Tuesday, Feb. 13
Malicious injury to real 
property, 3:05 p.m.
Blatt P.E. Center, 1328 Wheat 
St.
Sub je c t  m a l i c iou s l y 
injured men’s restrooms 
at the incident location by 
using a sharpie marker to 
put drawings on the walls of 
the stalls.
Estimated damage: $100
Responding offi cer: N. 
Husbands 
Wednesday, Feb. 14
Disorderly  Conduct , 
Possession of alcohol, 
12:48 a.m.
The Roost
Subject arrested for minor 
in possession.
Responding offi cer: C. Taylor 
Monday, Feb. 5
Malicious injury to real 
property, 10:02 p.m.
Bull Street Garage, 611 Bull 
St.
Complaintant stated that 
she heard loud noise from 
her window.  When she went 
to check what happened she 
observed the other vehicle 
leaving and proceeding to 
push through gate arm of 
garage.
Estimated damage: $150
Responding offi cer: J. 
Dupriziz
TheDailyGamecock.blogspot.com
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Auditors report millions 
squandered in Iraq war
WA SHING T ON  —  T he 
U. S .  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
squandered as much as $10 
bi l l ion in publ ic money 
on Iraq reconstruction aid 
because of overcharges and 
unsubstantiated expenses. 
More is yet to come, federal 
investigators said Thursday. 
The t h ree top aud itors 
overseeing work in Iraq told 
a House committee their 
review of $57 billion in Iraq 
contracts found that Defense 
a n d  S t a t e  d e p a r t m e nt 
o f f i c i a l s  c o n d o n e d  o r 
a l lowed  repeated  work 
delays, bloated expenses and 
payments for shoddy work 
or work never done.
Presidential candidates 
visit the Columbia area
Sen. Barack Obama, who 
of f icial ly announced his 
presidential bid less than a 
week ago, will be speaking 
at the Columbia Convention 
Center today. 
Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Tickets were f ree at the 
Russell House information 
desk, but no more Tickets 
are available.    
Obama’s v isit is in the 
middle of a slew of visits 
by presidential candidates 
to South Carol ina. Mit t 
Romney, former governor 
of Mass., visited Columbia 
on Wednesday and Hillary 
Clinton will be speaking 
at  A l len  Un iver s i t y  i n 
Columbia on Monday. 
employers that are actually 
looking for their particular 
majors.”
Hurst said that the event 
was a challenge to manage, 
but the career center’s hard 
work paid off.
“It’s a big event to manage 
just because there are so 
many companies involved 
and so many representatives,” 
Hurst said. “We send out 
the registration forms, and 
they request things l ike 
extra tables and electricity. 
Somet i me s  we  have  to 
accommodate last minute 
requests, but it has gone 
really smoothly.”
Hurst said her f irm has 
locat ions throughout the 
southeast, which encompass 
a variet y of engineering 
fi elds.
“As a civil engineering 
firm, we have nine offices 
located throughout North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida as well,” 
Nicole Ford, W.K. Dickson 
Human Resources assistant, 
said. “We have areas such 
a s  u rba n  deve lopment , 
transportation serving in 
water resources as well. It has 
been a positive experience so 
far getting the students to 
come here.”
Curtis Moore, a fourth-
year electrical engineering 
s t ude nt ,  s a id  s t ude nt s 
benefited from interaction 
with employers.
“I  t h ink st udent s can 
interact with the employers,” 
Moore said. “It was a good 
overall experience to interact 
with the students. Jobs are 
always looking for engineers 
so I feel this benefi ts all fi elds 
of engineers.”
Solomon prays with her 
teammates. 
“I love my team. We’re 
very family-oriented and 
d iverse ,” Solomon sa id. 
“We hang out together and 
all work together for one 
common goal.”
She also prepares herself 
for the big day by getting 
in a running state of mind 
and praying often. She also 
talks to the coach and asks 
for advice. 
Solomon said she talks 
less when she’s getting ready 
to run because she gets 
nervous. 
“Usually I’m outgoing 
and sociable until it’s time to 
run,” Solomon said.
Solomon said she keeps 
her mind focused on God 
while she runs, and it helps 
a lot. 
“I don’t really think about 
anything while running, 
except that I pray to God 
and ask that he help me,” 
Solomon said. “When I’m on 
the starting block, I ask that 
God be with me and give me 
the strength to run. When I 
hear the signal, I just go. I’m 
gone. Everything I learn in 
practice, I put to use during 
the meet.”
FAIR ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
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TRACK ● Continued from 1
“They said that nobody 
has the authority over us, 
not the sheriff’s department, 
n o  o n e , ”  s a i d  s t a t e 
Transportation Department 
employee Glenn McCaffrey, 
the first witness called by 
prosecutors. “They sa id 
there’d be hel l to pay if 
anybody stepped on their 
property or tried to do any 
construction work.”
Prosecutor Jerry Peace 
has said he planned to put 
around 60 witnesses on the 
stand over several days. 
The jury, selected from a 
count y about 150 mi les 
away from Abbeville, will be 
sequestered during the trial.
STANDOFF ● Continued from 1
Putin promotes defense minister Ivanov to fi rst deputy prime minister
Mikhail Klimentyev / The Associated Press
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who will step down next 
year, chairs a cabinet meeting in the Kremlin in Moscow. 
President Vladimir Putin 
promoted hawkish Defense 
Minister Sergei Ivanov to 
fi rst deputy prime minister 
Thursday in a move that 
strengthens his position as 
a top contender to replace 
the Kremlin leader in next 
year’s election.
The shift puts Ivanov in 
the same post as Dmitry 
Medvedev, who is regarded 
as a market reformer and 
liberal. The two men are seen 
as the leading candidates to 
succeed Putin.
Anatoly Serdyukov, until 
now head of the federal tax 
agency, replaces Ivanov as 
defense minister.
Putin praised Ivanov in 
an announcement on the 
NTV network, saying his 
close ally “has fulfi lled the 
tasks he faced as defense 
m i n i s t e r  a nd  f u l f i l l e d 
t hem succes s f u l ly.”  He 
said Ivanov’s duties would 
be broadened to include 
oversight of defense and 
some civilian industries, but 
that he could not hold both 
positions at the same time.
“He cannot carr y out 
t he  de f en s e  m i n i s t e r ’s 
r e s p on s ib i l i t ie s  — i t ’s 
impossible to sit in t wo 
chairs,” sa id Put in, who 
came out with further praise 
of a beaming Ivanov in a 
meeting with top Defense 
Ministry offi cials shown on 
state-run television.
P ut i n  s a id  he  na med 
Serdy u kov,  a  long t i me 
tax collection official with 
no mi l it ar y exper ience, 
a s  d e f e n s e  m i n i s t e r 
because a sweeping arms 
modern izat ion program 
p l a n ne d  t h r ou g h  2015 
r e q u i r e s  a n  ap p o i nt e e 
with strong economic and 
fi nancial experience.
Ivanov, who l ike Put in 
formerly worked in t he 
Soviet KGB, had previously 
ser ved as one of several 
deput y pr ime ministers, 
while Medvedev was the sole 
fi rst deputy prime minister.
B o t h  I v a n o v  a n d 
Medvedev have in recent 
m o nt h s  r e c e i v e d  w id e 
exposure in the Russian 
media, where coverage is 
heavily inf luenced by the 
Kremlin. 
Some analysts say their 
prominence shows that they 
are the top candidates to 
become Put in’s anointed 
successor in the March 2008 
election.
P ut i n  i s  e nor mou s l y 
popular but barred by law 
from seeking a third term.
I v a n o v ’s  p r o m o t i o n 
elevates him to the same 
level with Medvedev and 
could also boost his image 
by distancing him from the 
bloated military, which is 
plagued by hazing of young 
conscripts by older soldiers.
Steve Gutterman
Th e Associated Press
Ladies and gentlemen of 
USC, you have been sent 
carrier pigeons that drop 
only air-frozen turds. 
I refer, of course, to the 
endless supply 
of love advice 
t hat st reams 
i n t o  t h e 
V i e w p o i n t s 
section. Every 
so often we are 
treated to such 
time-honored 
adages as “love 
t a kes  t ime ,” 
“don’t punish 
yourself over a 
bad breakup” 
and the classic “pain hurts, 
but friends can help.” 
I ’ve heard bet ter love 
advice in Jewel songs.
Perhaps the problem is 
a lack of male opinion on 
love. Actually, the absence of 
testosterone on the subject 
makes sense, because a man 
would only write one column 
on love, settle all issues, and 
go back to skinning large 
animals with an oversized 
knife (to compensate for the 
lack of — mercy, let’s say).
I  hereby take it  upon 
myself to let everyone know 
how romance ought to work.
First of all, guys — don’t 
change a thing you’ve been 
doing. Women operate on 
emotion, hence their fickle 
and faulty nature. Men rely 
on logic, reason and the 1-10 
scale of hotness, so we can’t 
be at fault.
Love at  f i r s t  s ight  i s 
exactly that: recognizing 
good-look ing birds who 
just  s tepped out  of  t he 
oven. Anything else would 
be f lavorless, emot ional 
marinade.  People may say 
you’re judging a book by 
its cover, but that’s a poor 
comparison — you’re not 
looking for sex with a book
Don’t bite into the tainted 
meat of feelings: it’s just a 
ploy before asking — no, 
dema nd ing — t hat  you 
“show ” how you rea l ly 
“feel .”  Feel ings are t he 
sort of thing meant to be 
bottled up inside, never to 
be released to the outside 
world unless your wife dies 
in a mob hit. Even then, 
you’re only allowed to cry at 
the thought of how bloody 
awesome your revenge spree 
will be, especially with Bruce 
Willis starring in the movie 
adaptation.
Bonding among males 
is  on ly to take place in 
celebration of being better 
than others or communally 
agreeing that others are 
inferior. This is based on 
the law of the jungle among 
tigers: your stripes are to be 
feared; all the other cats are 
silly asses.
A male bonding among 
fema les  shou ld on ly be 
interested in sleeping his 
way into their good graces, 
and then against each other. 
The females will allow this, 
because all of them are in a 
secret contest with each other 
for who is loved the most. 
This is also the reason why 
you should be a stone wall 
before, during and after any 
breakup — she may not wear 
the pants in relationships, 
but she’ll still count you as a 
notch on her belt.
Compared to the pigeons 
of love sent this way, you can 
consider my advice a tubby 
goose thankful to unload.
Day spent investigating 
random notes across town 
helps relieve recent stress
I ’ v e  n e v e r  t a k e n  a 
criminal justice class.  This 
may come as a surprise to 
anyone who has ever played 
“Clue” against me, because 
I’m pretty amazing. 
However, I did watch a 
lot of “Inspector Gadget” 
as a child, which came in 
handy earlier this week 
when my detective skills 
were put to the test.
It started as an innocent 
M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n , 
dropping by my church to 
grab a cup of hot chocolate. 
Minutes later, I would 
be starring in my own 
brand new episode of CSI: 
Columbia — Scavenger 
Hunt Edition. 
It began with a note I 
found pinned to a bulletin 
board with my name on it. 
It contained instructions 
about an adventure I was 
about to take and an index 
card listing the title and 
author of a book. 
I immediately warped 
into detective mode and 
t u r ned on my g adget 
powers. I squeezed my left 
toe three times in a row, 
causing me to 
immediately 
g r o w  a 
h a n d l e b a r 
mustache and 
don a tweed 
hat ,  j acket 
and monocle 
— w it hout 
wh ich it  i s 
i mpos s ib le 
to solve any 
mystery. 
For an added touch, I 
started breathing heavily 
through one side of my 
mouth and watched a pipe 
magically appear between 
my lips. 
T h e n ,  I  f i n i s h e d 
preparations by humming 
three bars of “Auld Lang 
Syne” and watched my left 
hand morph into a small 
computer with access to 
the university library’s card 
catalog system. 
Shortly thereafter, I was 
on the bottom fl oor of the 
Thomas Cooper Library 
and found the second clue 
buried on page 93 of the 
book mentioned on the fi rst 
card. 
I continued using my 
Gadget powers. My journey 
took me from the church 
to the library, bus stop, 
observatory, a women’s 
bathroom in the humanities 
building and back to the 
church again. 
The fi nal clue told me to 
look in the cabinets in the 
room where free coffee is 
made. I tore those cabinets 
to  sh reds ,  a nd  fou nd 
absolutely nothing. 
Four days later, I fi nally 
found my pr ize in the 
kitchen. It obviously came 
from someone who knows 
me well — a slinky, a box 
of crayons and Curious 
George fruit snacks. 
I still have no idea who 
was responsible for all of 
this. Everyone denies it, 
and everyone is laughing 
because they obviously 
know. 
My point for sharing 
this story is simple. I’m in 
the middle of an extremely 
stressful stretch of time, 
and my friends were able to 
completely take my mind 
off of the stress and make 
me smile by surprising me 
with something totally 
random. 
So, consider this column 
a thank-you note to all of 
the friends who are there 
when we need them most. 
Great friends are hard to 




Collectible coins lack 
convenience of paper
Apparently the U.S. Federal Reserve didn’t get the 
memo. Coins are so “Treasure Island.” 
Thursday the new gold $1 coin, which is larger 
and thicker than a quarter, was released to the public 
bearing the likeness of George Washington. The 
Mint hopes this new $1 coin program, which rotates 
presidents every three months, will be as successful as 
the 50-state quarter program, USA Today reported. 
If the Susan B. Anthony coin introduced in 1979 
and the Sacagawea coin 
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  20 0 0 
have been discarded by 
merchants and customers, 
why would a new coin be 
more successful? 
Anyone that has worked 
as a cashier knows how 
inconvenient it is to count coin change.
The Mint hopes that by rotating the dollar coins 
like the quarters, they will be more popular among 
collectors. The problem with that is that quarters are 
quarters and dollars are dollars. 
Coins get lost beneath cushions in sofas and fall 
between cracks in cars. People don’t want to risk 
losing more money to the couch than they already 
have to. 
People like money for what it represents, not whose 
face is on it. Coins get used in parking meters, 
vending machines and Laundromats, but these new 
dollars aren’t accepted in those places. 
Unless the fashion industry decides to bring back 
pirate fashions with little change purses hanging off 
hips, then paper dollars will do just fi ne. 
People don’t want 
to risk losing more 
money to the couch 
than they have to.










Picking up chicks easier 
than expressing emotions; 
simply let it all hang out








If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it. 
E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com 
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Make-up, fancy clothing 
reduce search for other
to high double standards
Valentine’s Day is over 
and so are all the gushy 
pink hearts, f lowers and 
hook-ups that went with 
it. However, most people 
believe it shouldn’t just 
be a holiday that reminds 
everyone of who they love, 
but a 365 days a year thing. 
It is also a 365 days a year 
mating ritual where girls 
do outrageous things to 
get the attention of guys 
in more negat ive than 
positive ways.
By the time most girls 
are in college, they wear 
makeup, even to 8 a.m. 
classes. They don’t do it 
because they enjoy waking 
up at 6 a.m. to get ready 
for an early class; they 
do it to impress the boys. 
Yes, some boys are shallow 
creatures, but the good 
ones won’t care i f  you 
have make-up on or if you 
just rolled out of bed and 
chewed some gum.
In addition to make-up, 
many girls spend hours 
hunting for that matching 
outfi t that looks just cute 
enough on them. As it 
gets warmer though, the 
outf its tend 
t o  d i g r e s s 
f r o m  c u t e 
a nd  f o r m -
f i t t i n g  t o 
slightly more 
r e v e a l i n g 
t h a n  w h a t 
m a n y 
f em a le s  i n 
r ap  v ideo s 
wear. If girls 
are looking 
t o  a t t r a c t 
boys who will not st ick 
around, and who v iew 
them as noth ing more 
than sex objects, then this 
is the way to go. However 
most men really don’t fi nd 
those outfi ts sexy or cute, 
t hey f ind t hem overly 
revealing and suggestive 
in all the wrong ways.
How do some girls have 
year-rou nd t ans? The 
a lm ight y t an n ing bed 
is their solution to that. 
Tanning beds are just as 
unsafe as sitt ing on the 
beach in the middle of the 
day in the middle of July 
for hours on end minus the 
cancer threat. Not only do 
they take the elasticity out 
of your skin, but by the 
time you are 40, instead of 
looking 35 you will look as 
though you’re pushing 60.
Ev e r y  y e a r  w o m e n 
spend enormous amounts 
of money gett ing their 
hair cut, putting in color, 
or even adding more hair. 
Men do not sit in a chair 
for over two hours just so a 
hairdresser can cut and dye 
their hair. They also don’t 
pay an outrageous amount 
of money only to learn 
that the hair style will last 
three months, after which 
they will need to repeat 
the whole insane process. 
Get t ing ex tensions or 
bra ids put in can take 
four hours and sometimes 
longer depending on the 
style. Not only have you 
just lost a day and come 
home with your head sore, 
but you have also just let 
men dictate to you what 
beauty is.
Women may not  be 
trapped in the kitchen as 
they were half a century 
ago, but they are st i l l 
trapped in this alternate 
reality where they attempt 
to live up to standards that 
are dangerous, expensive 
and overall just not that 
important to functioning 
daily.
Get some beauty rest 
and put the makeup bottle 
back in the box where it 
belongs; Mr. Right will 
fall in love with you either 
way, and you’ll be rested 
for class.
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“Kids of Oblivion” begins with 
the truest most cliché statement 
ever: “Nobody ever said it was 
going to be easy. Nobody ever 
said that. Nobody said life was 
fair, and I can’t help but notice 
this is just the sort of comment 
thrown in my face every time 
somebody screws me over.”
This book is a tale of Generation 
Y. Though the main character 
Jude states that he dislikes that 
name because “no one is sure 
where we fi t in and they continue 
to fai l in mislabel ing us. Its 
almost insulting the way they call 
us Generation Y — Generation 
Mighty Morphin, that is — like 
we’re just left over from the last 
bastards.”
“Kids of Oblivion” explores 
what it’s like to be a fresh out of 
college, 20-something and unsure 
of what to do with a degree or 
even if that degree is useful. The 
book covers it all: sex, partying, 
love, relationships, friendship and 
finding one’s self. Each chapter 
is named after cliché statements 
most grew up with like “every 
cloud has a sliver lining” or “it’s 
always darkest before the dawn.”
“K ids of Obl iv ion” is th is 
generation’s coming of age story. 
The book is written in fi rst person 
with Jude talking to a therapist. 
Jude begins to tell the tale of how 
he ends up taking therapy. It’s a 
very interesting story about how 
one person who wants to help 
others end up almost losing all 
the people he cares about and 
what he has to do to get his life 
back on track.
It voices a l l  the doubts of 
college students or 20-somethings 
entering the job market — the 
uncertainty of working a 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. gig and moving from being 
a college student to being an adult. 
The thoughts that Jude explains 
to the therapist are thoughts most 
college kids have had, like how 
to be an adult but still feel like a 
child.
This coming of age stor y 
re s on at e s  t h rou ghout  t h i s 
generation of uncertainty. While 
there are some who are 110 percent 
sure of what they are doing, there 
are still just as many lost in the 
transition to adulthood.
Th is  book i s  t he  per fec t 
reflection on Generation Y and 
where it is going collectively. It 
comes highly recommended to 
those who are letting 
the uncertainty get 
the best of them.
One of  t he best 
s t at ement s  of  t he 
book is towards the 
end when Jude’s life is 
coming back around. 
Jude says:  “In t he 
end, the best advice is 
whatever you tell yourself 
when you’re listening to 
that little voice inside your 
head. That’s the wisdom 
of life, my friend. And if 
people can stop turning 
a deaf ear to that wisdom 
and a blind eye to everyone 
being bastards to each other 
all the time, I’ll maybe fi nally 
see a reason to hope.” 
Microsoft released its latest 
operating system, Windows 
Vista, in late January. Vista 
is supposed to be the most 
soph ist icated operat ing 
s y stem ever  dev i sed by 
man — sophist icated in 
the fact that the every day 
“dummy” user can easily 
navigate its many features 
and security enhancements 
that have been boosted by 
Microsoft. Unfortunately, 
these enhancements mean 
little to computer users at 
USC.
The USC network uses 
Cisco Clean Access v. 3.6.4.0 
and Trend Micro v. 7.3 for 
authentication. University 
Technology Services has 
done extensive test ing of 
this software with Vista and 
has determined that they 
are not compatible. UTS 
has stepped up its efforts to 
educate students about the 
problem and have launched 
a new Web site informing 
students about the use of 
Vista on the university’s 
network — helpdesk.uts.
sc.edu/vista.
Kimberly South, public 
relat ions coordinator for 
Un iver s it y  Tech nolog y 
S e r v i c e s ,  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
current version of Trend 
Micro that the university 
uses (Enterprise edit ion) 
i s  not  compat ible  w it h 
Vista.” “Although there is 
no available f ix for Clean 
Access at this t ime, UTS 
will bypass Clean Access to 
allow the student to access 
the network.” 
They will bypass Clean 
Access in a manner similar 
to the way they do with the 
Xbox 360. If a student has an 
Xbox 360 he can call UTS 
and they will allow the Xbox 
to utilize the network for 
use in multiplayer games. 
If students want to use 
Vista they have temporary 
fi xes, but the student must 
have a clean network record, 
like no illegal downloading 
or uploading. 
“We need to be able to 
trust the student,” South 
said. 
The student can set an 
appointment up with the 
iCare Center, but they must 
have their own ant iv irus 
software. There is a number 
of free antivirus software 
available on the Internet. 
UTS will confi gure the PC 
for use on the network. 
As far as a timeline for full 
compatibility with Vista, 
South said she cannot give a 
defi nite time. She said it will 
most likely happen before 
the fall semester.
O f f- c a mpu s  s t udent s 
w h o  u t i l i z e  V P N  t o 
access university network 
resources will also fi nd that 
the current VPN version is 
not compatible with Vista. 
While there is a beta version 
out that will work, a worker 
from University Technology 
Services wrote in a recent 
e-mail conversat ion that 
Un iver s it y  Tech nolog y 
Ser v ice s  w i l l  probably 
not make the beta version 
available for download until 
a supported version is out 
there. For now, students can 
download it from http://
vpnclient.clearchannel.com 
— although unsupported, 
it works.
A l t h o u g h  V i s t a  i s 
supposed to be the latest 
a nd  g reate s t ,  ma ny  I T 
professionals recommend 
waiting until the “bugs” are 
worked out.
The Vista system has been 
radically changed from XP.
Many software programs 
h ave  g l i t c he s  t h at  a r e 
uncaught before it hits the 
shelves. It is impossible to 
simulate every environment 
in testing; therefore users 
are often the ones to point 
out problems. Vista is bound 
to have bugs. 
If students wait a while 
before upgrading, they will 
have more support. Software 
companies will have their 
software compatible, and 
U T S  w i l l  h a v e  b e t t e r 
support.
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Coffee alternative offers 
refreshing fl avor, beats 
VOJO in suffi cient buzz
As I cont inued on my 
sea rch  for  a lt er nat i ve s 
to my morning cof fee, I 
came across JOLT caffeine 
energy mints. 
I was skeptical 
after recently 
t e s t i n g  a 
c o m p e t i n g 
energ y mint, 
VOJO energy 
m i n t s ,  a n d 
f inding them 
an insuffi cient 
s o u r c e  o f 
e n e r g y . 
However, the 
M i nt  F lu r r y 
f l avored m i nt s  cont a i n 
actual caffeine, guarana, and 
ginseng intended to give you 
a quick energy pick-me-up 
whenever you need it. 
The mints are similar 
in taste and texture to a 
Dentyne Winterfresh Mint. 
Five mints equal the caffeine 
content of one cup of coffee. 
Each tin contains 45 mints, 
so a tin is nine cups of coffee 
worth of caffeine. Sounds 
good to me! So here I go 
again.
9 : 00  a .m.  —  Hel lo , 
Tuesday morning! Alarm 
goes off, I went to bed six 
hours ago. It’s one of those 
mornings where you would 
give up a limb to not have to 
go to class. 
I eat fi ve mints to replace 
my regular cup of coffee. It’s 
slightly annoying to have to 
eat fi ve of these things.  
11:00 a.m. — I managed 
to stay awake without much 
struggle in my fi rst class. So 
instead of taking my usual 
mid-morning nap, I pop a 
few more mints and dress 
up like Abe Lincoln for the 
street theatre that you’ve 
probably seen all around 
campus this week.  
1:00 p.m. —  Gett ing 
a bit tired, so I take a nap 
before my next class when 
I should be studying for an 
Art History test that I have 
tomorrow. Oh well. 
2:30 p.m. — I get up. 
Pop f ive more mints. I’m 
noticing a strange aftertaste 
that I really don’t like. I go 
to class. 
5:00 p.m. —  Dinner 
t ime! I pop three af ter-
dinner mints. They keep 
me going as I begin to study 
for the big test. 
8:00 p.m. —  I decide 
to test the mints on other 
people too. So I give a whole 
box to my Improv Troupe at 
rehearsal. Four boys eat as 
much caffeine as 9 cups of 
coffee. The results are very 
telling. 
Fou r t h-ye a r  E n g l i s h 
s t u d e n t  G e o r g e  P a t e 
(who never drinks coffee) 
literally begins bouncing 
off the walls. At one point 
he stands up on a chair and 
sings the yodel ing song 
from “The Sound of Music.” 
Fourth-year theatre student 
Russell Sanders downs the 
remaining mints, which 
reportedly kept him up until 
5 a.m. the next day. 
10:00 p.m. — No more 
mints for me. Again, I don’t 
want an ulcer. 
So, ladies and gentleman, 
we have found an alternative 
s o u r c e  o f  c a f f e i n e ! 
Caffeine mints have many 
advantages over coffee to be 
considered. 
They do not stain your 
teeth or give you bad breath 
(although Pate agreed about 
the aftertaste thing). 
So if you carry around 
mints anyway and could use 
a little something to wake 
you up now and then, I fully 
recommend JOLT caffeine 
energy mints.  
Just be aware that being 
in confi ned spaces with four 
boys who have downed a 
box of these mints can be 
hazardous to your mental 
and physical health.






V I E N N A ,  A u s t r i a 
— Hundreds of shrieking, 
frenzied fans welcomed 
Paris Hilton as she made 
an appearance at a Vienna 
mal l  Thursday to sign 
autographs. 
“Hello everybody, it’s 
so good to see you,” the 
25-year-old hotel heiress/
reality TV star cooed as the 
crowd went crazy. “Happy 
late Valentine’s Day!” 
The session was cut short 
when several objects landed 
on the stage and Hilton was 
whisked away by security 
guards. 
Richard Lugner, who is 
Hilton’s Vienna host, said 
the fl ying objects included 
cigarette packs, tissues and 
l ipst icks. The 74-year-
old married construction 
magnate invites a celebrity 
to the city’s prest igious 
Opera Ball each year. His 
previous guests include 
Geri Hall iwell, Pamela 
A nderson and Carmen 
Electra. 
T h e  A u s t r i a  P r e s s 
A genc y  repor ted  t hat 
sheets of paper that fl oated 
onto the stage were f liers 
from a communist youth 
organization. 
Hilton later dismissed 
the incident as “no big deal” 
and said she loved her fans, 
APA reported. 
She ran into a problem 
in Munich, Germany, on 
Wednesday because her 
passport had expired. Susan 
McCaw, U.S. ambassador 
to Austria, had to vouch for 
her so she could enter the 
country, APA said. 
W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t 
happened, Hilton replied: 
“Oh not h i ng,  ju s t  my 
passport.” 
Taking questions from 
some 100 reporters earlier, 
Hilton said she “loved” 
classical music and that she 
grew up listening to it. 
“As a little girl, it really 
helped me fall asleep at 
night,” she said, adding 
later that she “really loved” 
old Michael Jackson songs, 
Madonna and hip-hop. 
Hilton said there were 
“a lot of people who need 
help” in the world and that 
she planned to go to Africa 
sometime this year. 
“As a celebrity, you can 
really make people aware 
of what’s going on in the 
world,” she said. 
The Opera Ball, which 
was held Thursday night, 
draws about 4,500 well-
heeled Austrian and foreign 
celebrities, dignitaries and 
socialites. Tickets often sell 
out months in advance.
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Microsoft’s Windows Vista is not compabible with USC’s 
antivirus software: Clean Access and Trend Micro.
Heiress appears for
Austrian fans at ball 
Veronika Oleyskyn
Th e Associated Press
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“Kids of Oblivion” voices generation
Book embodies uncertainty, confusion of rough transition from college years to adulthood
“Kids of Oblivion”
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Mary Pina
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Lilli Strauss / The Associated Press
U.S heiress Paris Hilton and her host Richard Lugner 
pose for pictures at the opera ball in Austria Thursday. 
Sam Haney
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC not ready 
for Vista system
University’s server incompatible with lastest program; 
users will have to wait for ease in accessibility, support
Paris Hilton, entourage stop by opera event 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu
“A man who views the world the same at fi fty as he did at 




6 Tom Sawyer   
   affi rmative
10 Slangy denial
14 Egyptian god










26 Tony winner   
 Caldwell
27 Complexion woe
28 66 or A1A, e.g.
31 Amiable satire
34 Norwegian saint
35 Drops from the sky













56 Simple to solve
57 Weak porridge
58 Qualifi ed
59 Town near Caen
60 Playwright Edward
61 88 days on Mercury
62 One of these days
63 Chicago tower
DOWN 
1 Prevents from   
   proceeding
2 “Star Trek” role
3 Days Inn, e.g.
4 Gillette shaver
5 Mark as completed
6 Some locks
7 Arabian prince
8 Plastic money chip
9 Additional-facts   






22 Hole in one
26 Faunae arrays
27 Red tide, e.g.
28 Kitchen foray
29 Pitchfork point
30 Art print, briefl y
31 Pet protection grp.
32 Experts, briefl y
33 Uh-oh!
34 Start of a counting  
 rhyme
35 Old mail rtes.
37 Pardon my straying  
 from the topic
38 Running on empty
43 Future fi sh
44 Ram’s dam
45 Buc or Packer
46 Check for fi t
47 Island west of   
 Curacao
48 Man the helm
49 Apertures
50 Talk to God
51 Spa garment
52 Singer Fitzgerald
53 Munch Museum  
 city
54 Agatha’s   
 contemporary
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Presented by Carol ina 
Productions
6 p.m.  
“CASINO ROYALE”
Russell House 322/326
Presented by Carol ina 
Productions
9 p.m. 
RED SEPTEMBER, MEANT 
TO BE MORBID, HEADFIRST 
FOR HALOS
T h e  N e w  B r o o k l a n d 
Tavern
122 State St.





8 p.m. $15 advance, $17 
door 










Heads and Tails ◆ By Buddy Hickerson
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Billy Joel performs Valentine’s Day 8 p.m. at the Colonial Center in front of a public 
audience. This show was one of many in his fi rst solo tour in seven years.
PIC OF THE DAY A r ie s  You’re  prov id i ng 
important leadership to the 
people you coach, but they’re 
giving you something back 
that’s even more important.
Taurus You’re in a position to 
carry out your plan. Promise 
your friends you’ll have more 
time for them next week.
Gemini  You’re venturing 
far ther away f rom your 
old safety zone than ever 
b e fore .  A c t u a l l y,  you r 
safety zone is expanding. 
C a n c e r  You’r e  b e s t  a t 
i n c r e a s i n g  e f f i c i e n c y 
a nd  prof i t s .  L et  ot her 
people  do a l l  t he s t u f f 
you don’t feel like doing. 
Leo You’re often the one 
who steps up to take care of 
everyone else. This time, 
let them take care of you.
V i r g o  T he  work load  i s 
getting even more intense. 
Since you’re not getting paid 
any more to do it, though, it 
could also be quite irritating. 
L ib r a  Consu lt  a n older 
family member who always 
gives good advice. You’ll 
learn a much easier way 
to do a rather ick y job.
Scorpio You rarely spend a 
whole day in bed, but you 
should give it a try. Conditions 
are perfect for hiding away.
Sagi t t ar ius  Concentrate 
on you r  s t ud ie s .  W hat 
y o u ’ r e  l e a r n i n g  n o w 
w i l l  s e r v e  y o u  w e l l . 
Capricorn It looks like money 
is coming in, perhaps more 
than expected. There’s some 
k ind of catch associated 
w it h  it ,  t hough.  Don’t 
shop `til the check clears.
A q u a r i u s  D o n ’ t  t e l l 
everybody what you have. 
Quietly negotiate the best 
deal you can, and then get 
yourself a specia l t reat .
Pisces The task is difficult, 
but not impossible. And, 
you could have an idea that 
suddenly makes it all sensible. 
The Gamecocks bring 
their perfect 6-0 record 
to Tallahassee, Fla, this 
weekend to  play  i n  t he 
F lor ida  St ate  Su nsh i ne 
Tournament. 
The “Sunsh ine State” 
is expecting temperatures 
to dip below freezing this 
weekend, which has already 
changed the tournament’s 
schedule.
The Gamecocks’ game 
against the Kansas Jayhawks 
(2-2-1) was changed to 11:30 
this morning. It will be the 
Gamecocks fourth meeting 
ever against the defending 
Big 12 Champions. The 
series is t ied at two wins 
apiece, but the Gamecocks 
and Jayhawks haven’t played 
each other since 1997. Both 
of Kansas’ losses have come 
against ranked teams, as the 
Jayhawks fell to both No. 10 
California and No. 6 Oregon 
State.
Immediately following 
the game against Kansas, 
the Gamecocks will face off 
against the Memphis Tigers 
(4-2). It will be the second 
meeting between the two 
teams who met for the fi rst 
t ime last year when they 
defeated the Tigers 2-1 at the 
Tar Heel Invitational. Like 
Kansas, both of Memphis’ 
losses have come against a 
ranked opponent as the 
Tigers fell twice to No. 7 
Louisiana State University at 
the Easton Tiger Classic.
The Gamecocks will get 
an early jump on the day 
Saturday when they play 
the Jacksonville Dolphins 
(1-4). It will be the fi rst-ever 
meeting between the two 
schools, and hopefully it will 
prove to be a warm-up game 
for the Gamecocks before 
they face off against the 
tournament’s host, No. 22 
Florida State.
Along with the Gamecocks, 
the Seminoles are the only 
other undefeated team in the 
tournament as they are off to 
their fi rst 5-0 start since the 
2004 season that ended at 
the Women’s College World 
Series. 
The Seminoles have a 
weapon in senior infielder 
Ve r o n i c a  Wo o t s o n ,  a 
previous Player of the Year 
candidate. So far this season 
she is hitting .500 with 13 
runs scored, and last year 
she led the ACC and was 
second in the nation with 
nine triples.
FSU’s freshman catcher 
Robin Ahrberg leads the 
Seminoles with her .538 
batting average and eight 
RBIs.
The G amecock s  have 
their own offensive weapons 
as well, like senior McKenna 
Hughes. Hughes leads South 
Carol i na  w it h her  .455 
batt ing average and nine 
RBIs, which account for half 
of the team’s 18 total RBIs. 
She has led the Gamecocks 
the last three season’s with 
the most RBIs.
Saturday’s game against 
Florida State is set for 1:30 
p.m. 
The baseball team (3-0) is 
traveling to Charleston this 
weekend for the Crab House 
Shootout.  Carolina will face 
the Liberty Flames today, 
a team that is currently 1-2 
after a road series with East 
Carolina University.  Liberty 
is coming off of a 39-win 
season last year.
O n  S a t u r d a y ,  t h e 
G a m e c o c k s  w i l l  f a c e 
t he  R ich mond Spider s . 
Richmond has yet to play a 
game this season, but they are 
believed to be in the running 
for the College World Series 
in Omaha, Neb.
Carolina closes the series 
Sunday against the home 
team, the Citadel Bulldogs. 
The Bulldogs are returning 
f rom a ser ies w ith East 
Tennessee State.  
“ C i t a d e l  h a s  o n e  o f 
their best teams in recent 
memory,” says USC coach 
Ray Tanner.  The Bulldogs 
came out of their series with 
ETSU boasting a solid .338 
batting average.
T h e  G a m e c o c k s  a r e 
looking strong so far this 
season. Tanner hopes the 
team will produce well this 
weekend af ter returning 
from Wilmington, N.C. 
with three wins.  
“Hopefully we’ll maintain 
s o m e  c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d 
play well,” Coach Tanner 
said in Thursday’s press 
conference.
Carolina is ranked third 
in the best SEC batt ing 
averages, managing a .382 
overa l l .   The team has 
moved up in the rankings to 
No. 3 in Baseball America, 
behind arch rival Clemson 
and North Carolina.
Tanner is happy to have 
several great newcomers this 
season. Outfi elder and third 
baseman Lonnie Chisenhall 
earned SEC Freshman of 
the week and Rivals.com 
Fre sh m a n  of  t he  week 
recognition after going 7-14 
with three runs, seven RBIs 
and one homerun.
C h i s en h a l l  h a s  b e en 
labeled as Tanner’s best 
hitting recruit ever, adding 
a great boost to the nation’s 
6th most powerful line-up.
Tanner refers to Chisenhall 
as “a level player… [who] will 
continue to do well.”
Fi r s t  ba sema n Ju s t i n 
Smoak refers to the young 
player as a balanced and 
great hitter.  “[Chisenhall] 
hits the ball to all fi elds.  He 
is going to be a great player 
for us.”
One other newcomer who 
is stepping up to the plate 
and making himself known 
i s  second basema n a nd 
lead-off hitter Travis Jones 
from Lake City Community 
College.
“He is not under my radar; 
he’s at the top of the charts. 
He’s a guy that I have great 
respect for,” Tanner said. 
“The second day of practice 
I told the coaches ‘This guy 
is going to start for me’ ... He 
comes to work everyday, he 
loves it, he has a passion for 
it and he’s pretty good.  So 
I’m happy to put him in that 
lead-off spot and he is a great 
table setter for us.”  
Three Gamecocks will 
be returning home to the 
Charleston area this weekend: 
fi rst baseman Justin Smoak, 
shortstop Reese Havens, and 
pitcher Mike  .
Smoak is excited to return 
to Charleston and cannot 
wait to play.  
“It’s a lot of fun, and it gets 
us really excited as a team to 
go back down there knowing 
the fans we have there.”
The Gamecocks should 
leave Charleston with three 
victories this weekend.  The 
team holds a 70-2 record for 
the month of February since 
the year 2000.
T h e  T e n n e s s e e 
Volunteers (18-8, 6-5 SEC) 
defeated No. 18 Kentucky 
Wednesday night in a game 
that made one thing clear: 
af ter No. 1 Florida, the 
Southeastern Conference is 
as close as conferences get 
overall.
Try telling that to the 
Gamecocks (12-12, 2-9). 
A f ter  f i ve  consec ut ive 
con ference  lo s se s ,  t he 
G a m e c o c k s  w i l l  l o o k 
to end their skid against 
a Volunteers team t hat 
defeated them 64-61 Jan. 
20.
D u r i n g  t h a t  g a m e , 
Te n n e s s e e ’ s  j u n i o r 
guard JaJuan Smith and 
freshman forward Wayne 
Chism combined for 35 
points. South Carolina’s 
senior guard Tre’ Kelley 
a n d  f r e s h m a n  g u a r d -
f o r w a r d  D o m i n i q u e 
Archie combined for 30. 
Bot h  tea ms  w i l l  aga i n 
look to their stars for key 
performances.
Kelley is averaging 18 
points and five assists per 
game, but his efforts alone 
have not translated into 
wins. 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  i s 
widely said to be lacking 
a t radit ional “big man” 
underneat h t he basket . 
They f ind their closest 
fit for the role in 6-foot-
9 - i nch  sen ior  for wa rd 
Brandon Wallace, who is 
averaging 10.4 points and 
9.7 rebounds per game.
Tennessee will counter 
with junior guard Chris 
Lofton and Smith. Lofton 
is averaging 20.7 points per 
game. Smith is averaging 
15.2. 
L o f t o n  l e d  t h e 
Volu nteer s  i n  s cor i ng 
during Wednesday’s game 
against Kentucky, but he 
surely noticed the play of 
his teammates. Four players 
reached double digit scoring 
during that game and Smith 
fi nished with nine.
The Gamecocks showed 
perseverance against those 
same Wildcats with a 61 
point second half during 
their 95-89 loss last week, 
but they have also shown 
that they are susceptible to 
strong offensive teams.
During Wednesday’s 78-
68 loss against Vanderbilt, 
the Gamecocks al lowed 
senior for ward Derr ick 
Byars to score 32 points. 
The Gamecocks countered 
with a 21 point performance 
from Kelley and 18 from 
s e n io r  f o r w a r d  B r y c e 
Sheldon, but three other 
Commodores broke double 
digits.
After losing in Nashville, 
t he  G amecock s  ret u r n 
home to face the Volunteers 
at the Colonial Center. All 
eyes will be on a struggling 
de fen se  t hat  ha s  been 
searching for a way to halt 
South Carol ina’s losing 
streak.
F o r m e r  G a m e c o c k 
Dan Traylor w i l l  be in 
at tendance and w i l l  be 
honored by South Carolina 
d u r i n g  t he  f i r s t  h a l f . 
Traylor holds the school’s 
career record for blocked 
shots with 235. He will be 
signing autographs for fans 
during halftime.  
If that’s not enough, there 
will also be free T-shirts 
for the first 1,500 fans in 
attendance. 
T h e  g a m e  w i l l  b e 
nat iona l ly telev ised on 
ABC. Tip off is at 3:30 p.m. 
tomorrow.
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Gamecocks fi red up for Charleston
Baseball team to play 




Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The baseball team is riding high after a 3-0 start to the season. This weekend’s set takes them to Charleston to play Liberty, Richmond and The Citadel.
Carolina takes 
on Tennessee
USC hopes to recover from early season loss  
against Volunteers in home rematch Saturday
Nick Steyn
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Softball hits road 
to Sunshine State
Perfect women’s squad takes diamond, battles 
teams, temperature in chilly weekend series
Cory Burkarth
STAFF WRITER
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu




“We like them big ol pictures”
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Tre’ Kelley and the Gamecocks carry a fi ve-loss skid into 
Saturday’s game. The match will be nationally televised.
To place a line classified ad
Phone: 803-777-3888 • Fax: 803-777-6482
E-mail: sholmes@gwm.sc.edu
Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm
Russell House, Rm. 343
www.dailygamecock.com
Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Additional options
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Visa, MasterCard and Discover are accepted
NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!...NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!NOW FIVE DAYS A WEEK!..
Requires compatible PC card (purchased separately). Speed claim based on our network tests with 5 MB FTP data files without compression. Actual throughput 
speed varies. If more than 5 GB/line/month, we presume use is for non-permitted uses and will terminate service; see brochure for details. BroadbandAccess is 
available to more than 186 million people in 223 major metropolitan areas in the U.S. Coverage areas at verizonwireless.com. Network claim based on fewest 
aggregate blocked and dropped connects; see verizonwireless.com/bestnetwork for details. ©2007 Verizon Wireless.
Get the speed and mobility of BroadbandAccess
virtually anytime, anywhere.
Whether you’re studying for finals or just surfing the net, with BroadbandAccess
from Verizon Wireless, when you need to connect, you can. 
Plus, you can download complex files at speeds up to 2 Mbps, which means 
less time waiting and more time for fun later. Stay connected on campus or 
across the country on America’s most reliable wireless broadband network. 
Verizon Wireless.
Where you study 
is up to you.
Call 1.800.2 JOIN IN • Click www.verizonwireless.com • Visit any of our stores
Official Wireless Provider 
of the USC Gamecocks
Apartments
BROAD RIVER TRACE APTS  
5 minutes from Campus





1, 2 & 3 B APTS almost on compus. 
318-0800 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
3011 Prentice Rosewood Area - 
2BR 1BA $500 Call 736-8628
WALK TO USC/SHANDON
Clean & Quiet 2BR 1BA APT. 
$525w/dep. 776-5405
Roommates
M/seeks/1 rmmte for 4BR 1BA furn Sta-
dium Suites, many amenities. May-July 
$450/mo or BO 781-454-5873
Housing-Rent
BELTLINE/TEC-Sngl. Male to share 
Furn.2BR.Apt.$285+sec. dep. 738-9441.
LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to 
school. Call 463-5129
3BR 1.5BA - Melrose Heights 
1120 Woodrow St. - 5 min to USC, new 
paint w/d incld $1150. Avail 2/1/07. 
422-3145 Ask for Walks
2BR 1BA duplex near USC, CH/A, 
stove, fridge, dw , $600 NO PETS 
960-4245 or 513-7367
Housing-Rent
Rent Room to Quiet, Non-Smoker. 
Internet  $280/Mo. Rosewood Dr. 
466-2876
For Sale
BEDS PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SETS
New in plastic. KING $350
QUEEN $250. Will Deliver  447-3037
getcha tan on...tan special
ISLAND TAN 
WEST COLUMBIA
519 Meeting St Near the Vista
VALENTINE SPECIAL - 3 Day Sale
5 TANS on $12 Sat 11-4 or 
Sun 1-4 or Monday 10-8 
with copy of this ad   794-9100
Help Wanted
WEB SITE DEVELOPER NEEDED
Local web site development company is 
looking for a web site developer to work 
on a contract basis. P/T-F/T. Send re-
sume to: info@resorttravelnow.com
ISLAND TAN 519 Meeting St. W. Cola
2 PT OPENINGS
PT Mornings 9-1 PT Afternoons 4-5 
M-F 3-5/days/wk $100 bonus 
after training 794-9100.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
College Students Wanted - to take In-
ventories in Midland Area businesses. 
No selling involved. Flexible P/T hours.
Advancement opportunities available. 
Good for resume. RGIS representative 
will be in the Russell House Lobby on 
Feb. 28th. from 11am-1pm or call 
798-6084. or www.rgisinv.com EOE 
LIFEGUARDS: Hiring FT/PT 
lifeguards/pool anagers. Atlanta, GA , 
Cobb, Dekalb, Kennesaw, Woodstock,. 
LGT and CPR classes available. 
Contact: Allison 770-485-3672, 
allison@nautixpools.com, or online at 
WWW.NAUTIXPOOLS.COM
Marketing Intern wanted for nonprofit lo-
cated on campus. Candidate must have 
print and web design skills/experience. 
10-15/hrs/wk, flexible schedule. Prefer 
student interested in long-term assign-
ment. $8-10/hr depending on experi-
ence. Call 777-4432 or send resume to 
mtaylor@exportconsortium.com 
Harbison Recreation Center is hiring 
Lifeguards. You must have current Life-
guard training , first aid and CPR-PR. 
Flexible work hours are available.
If interested, please contact 
D Cartee @ 781-2281 or 
mboone@harbisonccommunity.com
HELP WANTED - CLUB RA
Waitstaff, Bartenders, Security, 
Shot Girls, Beer Tubs, 
Hostesses, Hip-Hop Dancers
Apply Thursday 1-5pm at 





*Morning & evening shifts
*Weekly pay
Apply in person @1076 Sunset Blvd:
For Directions call 791-8644.
Austral Salon is seeking a Front Desk 
Coordinator. Responsibilities include an-
swering the phone, booking appoint-
ments and checking out clients.  Must be 
professional, outgoing and work well 
with people. Customer service, handling 
money and multitasking experience is a 
must. Please contact Charleane Shealy
803-474-0633 to discuss the details of 
this position. You can also e-mail your 
resume to cshealy@onss.com
CROMER’S P-NUTS is seeking PT help 
w/extensive exp in web design & e-com-
merce layout design & production. Port-
folio demonstrating exp designing & pro-
ducing page layouts & artwork for web 
stores & e-mail mktg campaigns req’d. 
Please send resume, and samples of 
work to jonathan@cromers.com
TYPIST NEEDED - March 1st to type 
newsletter. Must have computer access 





Lexington Leisure Center is seeking 
fun, enthusiastic and responsible coun-
selors to work M-F 2-6pm. No Nights/No 
Weekends. Call Justin 957-7828. 
Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 




NOW HIRING! Apply today for 
Spring/Summer Instructor positions 
with 
The Swim Lesson Company. Complete 
training and free uniform provided.  
Good Pay-start@ $10/hr. 




ACCESS VALET needs drivers. Avg. 
$10/hr. Call David 479-8077
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP?
FREE pregnancy test
Call Birthright - 765-0165
Tutoring
Services
Mathematics tutoring. All levels.
CALL THE EXPERT! 256-6498
Opportunities
Earn $2500+monthly and more to type 
simple ads online. 
www.DataEntryTypers.com
www.
.com
dailygamecock
